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During those three years he has had around him in
Rome a number of embittered German Catholics exiled
from their country, and nobody who has been more than
six months out of Germany can really be considered to be
an authority on what is happening. On the other hand
he has had numerous visits from German bishops, but even
they, it has seemed to me from many interviews, are not
always very up-to-date with their information.
The Cardinal is responsible for the signing of the con-
cordat with Germany after the Nazis came to power. It
must, however, be clearly understood that though Cardi-
nal Pacelli during all his time in Berlin had made every
effort to bring about such a concordat, he had failed. It
was not he who took the first steps after the Nazis came
into power. Those first steps were taken by Hitler him-
self, who sent Herr Von Papen to Rome. But while the
negotiations were going on proofs were constantly
brought to Rome that the Nazis were unwilling to honour
this concordat and were already breaking its essential
clauses; yet in spite of these danger signals the concordat
was signed. The German delegates kept on saying that
this was only the exuberance of revolutionaries during
the first few months of a new regime, and that it was all
the more necessary to have a concordat signed to quieten
them. No doubt Cardinal Pacelli and the Pope, with the
memory still in their minds of what happened when
Mussolini first took over power and broke up the Catholic
organisations in Italy, felt there was some truth in this
argument.
Rome signed with grave misgivings, and has been
loath for the reasons I have mentioned to take the first
steps towards the breaking of the agreement. But now it